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This past year was one that I think we would 
all like to forget! It was challenging; and that’s 
an understatement. For many of us, we learned 
there were many things we could do at home: 
work, bake sourdough bread, teach, and work out.
For all of us at Wonderscope, we knew 2020 
was going to be our last year in Shawnee; we 
would undertake a big move, and open our new 
museum in South Kansas City. What we didn’t 
know was that our planned, big farewell would 

not happen, our move would be somewhat complicated, and 
our grand opening, well, wouldn’t be so grand.
But, in mid-September, we loaded up trucks and made the  
trek across the state line to Red Bridge Shopping Center,  
our new home.
On October 23, we opened our doors and welcomed back 
members and guests to the new Wonderscope. We were so 
happy to hear the sounds of joy, laughter, and fun! We were 
excited to show off the new museum, the amazing exhibits and 
introduce new and innovative programs.
As we now look back at 2020, we smile and celebrate the new 
Wonderscope. We honor and thank all our donors, particularly 
the Regnier family, and we thank all of you who believed, 
supported, and helped us realize our vision.
It’s only going to get better from here!!

Roxane Hill, 
Executive Director

M I S S I O N : 
To spark a lifelong love of learning through the universal and 
uniting power of play!

V I S I O N : 
Wonderscope is appreciated as an educational resource in our 
community that provides all children and families with the 
opportunity to build a solid foundation for success in school 
and beyond.

V A L U E S : 
Wonderscope is committed to serving and honoring people 
of all backgrounds, ethnicities, religions, gender identities, 
sexual orientations and physical abilities in a safe, educational 
environment that reflects the diversity of our community.

OUR MISSION
At Wonderscope we believe in the power of play, 

we strive to create an environment that is inclusive, 
equitable and diverse where everyone is welcome.

A NOTE FROM ROXANE



January and February 2020 started off like most at Wonderscope 
Children’s Museum. Families were coming in from the cold to 
spend a few hours playing in the exhibits that had occupied the 
1950s school in Shawnee, Kansas, since 1998. Wonderscope’s 
long hallway was decorated with a whimsical winter wonderland 
theme. The exhibits were buzzing with joyful play. The program 
room was filled with song, dance, art, and stories.
By the end of March, Wonderscope – and the world around us 
– drastically changed. In the interest of public health and safety 
amid the COVID-19 pandemic, Wonderscope closed its doors.
After closing to the public, Wonderscope continued to do 
everything possible to uphold the museum’s mission and provide 
enriching Wonderscope experiences for children and their 
families, including the following:

•   Virtual daily programs on social media
•   Virtual Mr. Stinky Feet concert
•   Virtual trivia night for families
•   Free craft kits for curbside pickup
•   Private museum rental times for individual families

Wonderscope even tried reopening with extremely tight 
restrictions. Ultimately, the Wonderscope board and staff 
determined that the best way to serve Wonderscope members 
and friends, and the Kansas City community at large, was for the 
museum to focus its time and resources on bringing to fruition 
something amazing for the future: The NEW Wonderscope!

Construction of the new Wonderscope, 
at 443 East Red Bridge Road in Kansas 
City, Missouri, had been underway and 
continued moving at a steady pace.
Wonderscope kept everyone looped in 
on the construction excitement with 
time-lapse videos on the museum’s 
website and social media channels. 
Media and donors were treated to hard 
hat tours of the museum.
The name of the new Wonderscope 
– The Regnier Family Wonderscope 
Children’s Museum of Kansas City – 
was announced, recognizing the family 
who has generously supported the 
museum for decades.

A N D  T H A N K S  F O R  T H E  M E M O R I E S
WE SAID GOODBYE

WE SET OUR SIGHTS 
ON THE FUTURE



With COVID-19 cases waning, The Regnier Family 
Wonderscope Children’s Museum of Kansas City, opened 
with limited hours and capacity, ticketed entry for all 
families, mask and social distancing mandates, and 
thorough cleaning and sanitation procedures.
Reassured by the protection measures put in place, 
families flocked to experience the new Wonderscope! 
The Regnier Family Wonderscope Children’s Museum 
of Kansas City is the region’s only fully accessible, non-
profit children’s museum dedicated to providing STEAM 
– Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts, and Math – 
educational experiences for young children and  
their families.
Wonderscope features 30,000 square feet of indoor 
exploration and 1/2 acre of year-round outdoor 
adventure, all with a unique Kansas City theme. The 
museum is easily accessible via public transportation  
and major roadways. 

E X H I B I T S :

•   Crossroads of Past and Future
•   WonderMart
•   KC Café
•   On the Move!
•   Wonder Climber
•   WaterWorks
•   Kid City/Tot Spot
•   Creation Station: Design Lab and Art Studio
•   Naturescape

G R A N D  O P E N I N G :  O C T O B E R  2 3 ,  2 0 2 0 !

WE SAID HELLO 
and WELCOME



Capital Campaign Donors
Regnier Family Foundations
V&H Charitable Foundation
The Sunderland Foundation
Lynne & Owen Buckley, Kelly & Brandon Buckley, 
   Megan & Weston Buckley
Cocherl Family Foundations
John W. & Effie E. Speas Memorial Trust
Catherine M. Regnier Fund
The J E and L E Mabee Foundation, Inc.
William T. Kemper Foundation
Victor E. & Caroline E. Schutte Foundation
Variety Children’s Charity of Greater Kansas City
Francis Family Foundation
Burns and McDonnell
Kincaid Family
Kenneth L. and Eva S. Smith Foundation
The Sosland Foundation
Constance M. Cooper Charitable Foundation
The Independent Magazine
The McDonnell Foundation, Inc
Miller Nichols Charitable Foundation
Sally Stanton
Kate & Jonathan Bender
Kenneth Hager
Rosehill Gardens
Union Pacific Foundation
Willard & Pat Walker Charitable Foundation
Anonymous
Lindsey Patterson Smith
Norman & Elaine Polsky Family Charitable
   Foundation
John J. Sullivan, Jr., Charitable Trust
Holly A. Streeter-Schaefer & Kenneth G. Schaefer
Feist Charitable Foundation
McCown Gordon Construction
Brad and Linda Finkle Family Foundation
Walsh Family Foundation
Hebenstreit Family Foundation
Walz Tetrick
Susan Stanton
Matt & Julia Heimsoth
Herb Buchbinder
Evergy
Joan Horan
Aaron & Stephanie Siders
Nilson & Julia Goes
C&C Group
Lowe’s
Jim & Cathy Brazeal

Douglas Smith
Nancy A. & Dana V. Reel
Port KC
Sam & Megan Clevenger
Tim & Melinda Mehaffy
Michael and Marlys Haverty Family Foundation Fund
Jason & Jennifer Berhorst
The Robert & Dr. Phyliss Bernstein Family Foundation
Ralph L. Smith Foundation
Anonymous
Mike, Roxane, Maya & Garrison Hill
Michael & Kali McGee
Courtney & William Palmer
Herschend Family Foundation
Plowman-Crouse Family
ONEHOPE Wine
Brandon, Hope, Elliott, Eleanor, Dixie, and Blake Hahn
Bill & Laurie Chapman
Jim & Kim Brown
Longhauser Family
Eileen, Nancy, Mary Jean & Karen Hogan
Barbara & Richard Atlas
Bill & Regina Kort
Fry Family Foundation
Matthew Foster & Nathan Walker
Mary Birch
Chelan David
Bell Family
Andres & Sarah Alfaro
Nick, Alyna, & Samantha Peasley
Red Bridge United Methodist Church Early 
   Childhood Center
Elaine Newell-Adams
Stephanie & Brandon Whitacre
Christopher & Brynn Ferraro
Ken Dotson
Bridget Romero
Jill, David, Sadie & Henry Jolicoeur
Rian & Emily Tilgner
Kathryn Lambert
Maggie, Tom and Calvin Holley
Michael Rippee
The Aisenbrey Suhr Family
Max and Diane Sherman
John Baty
Sara Prem
Cynthia Garfinkle
Matthew & Ann Zimmerman
Jeremy, Ashley & Jack McDonald
Jennifer Dameron

AND WE THANK ALL
W H O  S O  G E N E R O U S L Y  M A D E  T H I S 
J O U R N E Y  P O S S I B L E ! Gerald C. and Maureen A. Haake 

   - In honor of Joan Horan
Mary Abbott
Ted Clausen
Carly Martz
The Cheatham Family
Lily and Willow Weiss
Mark & Amy Massaglia
Kinsley Faye Nugent
Ryan Kubat, Jesi Lay, Adama Faye Kubat
The Pulse Performing Arts Center
Memory of Logan McCalmon
Kristy, Geoff, Grace & Audrey Gagnon
Luke, Julia, Olivia, Sabrina, Fiona, 
   & Claudia Harris
Coral and Cole Covington
Nick, Lauren, Nathan, and Clara Tobaben
Felicia Mendina
Lynn and Mike Pickerel and Family
Paula A Johnson
Ted Clausen
Magnolia Rose Koprivica & Family
Alan Schneider
Platte County Optimist Club
Kevin Sears
Patrick O’Rourke
Mary Abbott
Maria Meyers
Cemal Umut Gungor
Troy Lillebo
Will, Levi, and Judah Simon
Owen, Hudson, Miles Loerke
Susan Eikos
Kelly Kincaid
Marlene Daley
Amy Kligman
Josh & Allison Glickman
Evelyn Marie Reckrey
Libby & Ruby Kepler
In Honor of Charlotte, Abe, Isla & Ellery Bender
Taylor Clark
Donna Gray
Elena Hoeft
Elizabeth Haden
Brandt Wible
Bonnie Limbird
The Blazek Family
Richard Miller
Brayden and Mason Rumbaugh
S.J. & Katie Moore
Mackenzie Morrison

Katie Van Luchene
James Houlehan
Peter Rogge
Leslie Shaw
The Hennessy Family
Nomi Smith
Debby Cook
Lori Kanke
Annabelle and Harvard Sheremeto
Mark and Kathy Franzen
Brett Conrad
Susan Warshawsky
Mike Schumacher
Shelley Fenton
Elise Abicht
Paula Johnson
Abby Ohmes
Timothy Bottles
Jacqui O’Connor
Lily Schumacher
Teddy, Violet, Kim, and Peter Noel
Teresa Majors
The Mipanyarack Family
In Memory of Lori and Barbara Davenport
The Sweeney Family
Tabitha Brown
Juniper Horner
The Beck Family
Clara Simmons
The Seley Family
Tori Samel
The Abaricia Family
Cathy Heath-Williams
Maggie Cole
Esther Meiss
Teresa Ostertag, Caiden Ostertag & Nicholas Ostertag
Edelis Marrufo
Fernandito Marrufo
Annaliese and Benjamin Vitt
In memory of Joyce Eaton
Brandy Neufeld
Elley and Clark Older
Anonymous
In Honor of Ellen French
The Mark and Jayme Miller Family
In Honor of Tucker and Colton Rainey
Roger and Vonda Reamer
Steve and Janet Faye Bugay
Michelle Capuano
Kate Lawson
Angelica Wakefield



Denise Judson
Mollie Hammond
Metta Siebert
Gerrit and Jennifer Burki
The Franke Family
The McGee Family
The Nguyen Family
The Overton Family
Elizabeth Lasiter
Stacia Shinaberry
The Kelley Family
Fusion Fitness
KC Water
DS Buslines - The Kincaid Group

Capital Campaign Committee
Bob Regnier, Steering Committee Chair
Pat Amey
Kate Bender
Mary Birch
Owen Buckley
Jim Dwyer
Linda Endecott
Jocelyn Gaddie
Sylvia Haverty
Matthew Heimsoth
Jill Jolicoeur
Sandy Kessinger
Patty & Don Kincaid
Craig Novorr
Joe Prenger
Aaron Siders

Board Members
Matthew Heimsoth, Chair
Sara Prem, Secretary
Stephanie Whitacre, Treasurer
Andres Alfaro
Jon Atlas
Michael Bell
Sam Bowlby
Scott Bruce
Deonne Christensen
Sam Clevenger
Nilson Goes
Laura Loyacono
Ashley McDonald
Eric Newell
Christina Nugent
Billy Palmer
Jason Plowman
Katrina Smeltzer
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443 E Red Bridge Rd
Kansas City, MO 63131

816.643.6700
wonderscope.org
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